
ation of the neck, topical remedies and even cau¬
terization may be employed without fear of pro¬
voking abortion. If there is a tumor, it must be
excised. If there is vaginismus, it must be com¬
bated by prolonged baths and the application of
an ointment of cocaine. Even when an examina¬
tion discovers no lesion on the side of the uterus,
dilatation of the neck practised with the finger
in multíparas, with laminaria or a dilating instru¬
ment in primíparas, would often arrest the vomit¬
ing. If there is irritability of the nervous system,
enemata of the bromide of potassium or of chloral
should be employed. The application of Chap¬
man's ice bag to the dorso-lumbar regions of the
spine, also gives good results. The ether spray
to the spine and to the stomach, practiced just
before meals, is often sufficient to check the vom¬
iting. Inhalations of oxygen are also beneficial.
If there be disease of the stomach, the patient
must be subjected to a rigorous diet, all acidulous
and alcoholic drinks must be suppressed. Ice,
Vals or Vichy water, milk or beef tea to. be taken
often, but in small quantities at a time, may be
allowed.
At the same meeting Dr. Marc See read a re¬

port on a case of congenital hypertrophy of the
right lower extremity related by Dr. Duplony at
the meeting of the 20th of August last. Dr.
Marc See is of opinion that before practicing dis-
articulation of the thigh, the surgeon should try
ligature of the artery, and he would strongly rec¬
ommend the application of elastic compression,
from which he had obtained excellent results in
a similar case.
Prof. Gayet, of Lyons, reports that he had

lately observed several cases in which the wearing
of artificial eyes made of celluloid was attended
with some inconveniences. Artificial eyes made
of this substance have not the brilliancy nor the
lifelike appearance of eyes made of glass or en¬
amel, but they do not break, are easily adapted
to the hollows and projections of the orbital cav¬
ity which has been modified, they are much cheap¬
er. Patients may even, when granulations or

adhesions are formed in the orbital cavity, cut
the piece in such a manner that it will continue
to well adapt itself to the orbital cavity. Thus
it will be seen that these pieces in celluloid have
certain advantages, but they have the great in¬
convenience of not being tolerated more than
three or four months. At that time their chemi¬
cal composition is probably modified by the liq¬
uids of the eyelids and of the orbital cavity, as
well as by the tears which keep them constantly
wet, so that the stump becomes red, granulating,
painful, and gives rise to an abundant purulent
secretion which compels the patient to abandon
his artificial eye. Antiseptic washings may give
some relief, but there remain the vegetations,
which must be cauterized or excised. A cure is
effected, but if the patient reapplies the artificial

eye of celluloid he soon returns for the same treat¬
ment. The author does not know where these
artificial eyes are manufactured, but believes that
they come from Germany. They are composed
of two distinct parts. The sclerotic is of cellu¬
loid and contains at its anterior part a cavity in
which is implanted a piece similar to that of eyes
of glass forming the iris and the cornea. When
the sclerotic becomes altered, at the end of three
or four months, it sometimes acquires an odor of
an extraordinary fetidity. This odor recalls that
of bromine, and it is no wonder, as celluloid is
made of the mono-bromide of camphor. It is
therefore possible that the bromine at a certain
moment is set free, and gives rise to this odor.
Under the influence of the heat the sclerotic be¬
comes altered and softened, the central piece (the
iris and the cornea) becomes somewhat movable
in its cavity, and there results a cutting edge on
which rub the posterior surfaces of the eyelids.
Starting from the idea that enuresis is due to a

spasm of the fibres which preside the expulsion
of the urine, Drs. Perret and Devic treated two
cases of essential nocturnal incontinence of urine,
the one aged 11 years and the other 12 years, to
whom he administered from 2 to 3 grams of an-
tipyrin per day. The first case, which was that
of a boy, was cured in ten days after treatment,
and the second, a girl, was cured in fourteen
days. Even after the suppression of antipyrin
the enuresis was not reproduced.
The Archives de Pharmacie points out the in¬

compatibility of the following antiseptic sub¬
stances : Corrosive sublimate and iodine, corro¬
sive sublimate and soap, carbolic acid and iodine,
carbolic acid and the permanganate of potash,
iodine and soap, salicylic acid and the permanga¬
nate of potash, permanganate of potash and oil,
soap and glycerine. A. B.

Snake Bites\p=m-\ACorrection.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Inthe issue of The Journal

for September 28th I notice the following item,
clipped from The Southern Practitioner, which is
calculated to make a very false impression, at
least in the minds of your northern readers, and
to do our section of the State of Texas great in-
justice :

Dr. L. G. Lincecum, of Lampasas, Texas, reports that
he has treated more than one hundred cases of bites in-
flicted by poisonous reptiles, and that he has never seen
a case result fatally that was treated by the hypodermic
administration of permanganate of potassium and the
administration of chloroform locally and by means of
inhalation. He gives the permanganate in 1 and 2 grain
doses.

I have now practiced medicine in Texas eight
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years, part of the time in the northwest portion
of the State known as the Panhandle, and the
last five and one-half years in Lampasas. I have
treated four cases of bites from poisonous reptiles.
My practice and acquaintance extend over a re¬

gion of from fifteen to twenty miles in either di¬
rection from town. Two of my cases were in the
Panhandle, the other two in this vicinity. I am
in position to know of the occurrence of snake
bites in any part of the county. I have heard of
but two or three cases besides my two cases.
Dr. Lincecum has practiced medicine here for

fourteen or fifteen years. If he has treated one
case a year here it is far more than anybody here
knows anything about in the practice of all the
other physicians here. If he has treated "over
one hundred cases," it certainly must have oc¬
curred before he came here—probably whilst he
practiced in the city of Austin.
We do not deny but that there are venomous

reptiles and insects in the State of Texas, but
they are not as numerous as many are led to sup¬
pose, and bites and stings from them are of rare
occurrence. There are physicians in Texas who
have never seen a case of rattlesnake bite in a

practice of years. Others, in certain localities,
might treat two or three cases a year. There is
no question in regard to the success of the per¬
manganate of potassium treatment in these cases.

Respectfully, J. D. Carhart, M.D.,
Member of Texas State Medical Association ; of
the American Medical Association ; delegate
to Ninth International Medical Congress.

Erysipelas Complicating Pregnancy.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Ina paper read before the

Indiana State Medical Society, June 6, 1888, on
"Erysipelas Complicating Pregnancy," the fol-
lowing conclusions were based on an analysis of
thirty-seven cases:

1. The nearer to full term the attack of ery-
sipelas, the less danger of death and greater
certainty of abortion or premature delivery.

2. That nearly all cases complicated by puer-
peral peritonitis die, while those not thus com-
plicated get well.
3. That there is less danger of death to the

pregnant in the later months of pregnancy suffer-
ing with erysipelas than to the parturient to
whom erysipelatous virus has been conveyed,
producing puerperal peritonitis.
4. That the dangers to the pregnant or parturi-

ent are greatest in the active invasive stage of
erysipelas ; that puerperal septicaemia is not so
likely to follow those cases of abortion or prema-
ture delivery occurring in the retrogressive stageof the erysipelatous inflammation, and that the
dangers grow less as the inflammation subsides,
provided the system is not left in a condition
favorable to a return of the erysipelas.

5· That the virus from all varieties of ery¬
sipelas should be considered dangerous to the
parturient, regarding the intensity of the inflam¬
mation and time of development of the virus as

greater factors for evil than the variety and situa¬
tion of the erysipelas.
Seeing that my conclusions were incorrectly

stated in an important publication of wide circu¬
lation, and desiring to further investigate the
subject, this communication is sent for publi¬
cation.
Wishing to see if a larger collection of cases

will further establish the above conclusions,
any of the readers of The Journal having had
cases of erysipelas complicating pregnancy, are
respectfully requested to report them to the
writer according to the outline given below.
Only cases of erysipelas occurring in the preg¬
nant from the time of conception to commence¬
ment of labor are wanted, and not those cases of
septic infection occurring after delivery.
Form.—i. Period of pregnancy at which ery¬

sipelas occurred. 2. Variety and situation of
erysipelas. 3. Time of delivery as to stage of
erysipelas and period of pregnancy. 4. Result
as to death or recovery of mother. 6. Did
mother have puerperal peritonitis or septicaemia ?
To any one reporting cases due credit will be

given, and a reprint of the article on the above
subjectwill be sent to them if requested. Please
send reports to, Yours respectfully,

R. R. Kime, M.D.
Petersburg, Ind., Oct. 12, li

Etiology of Tetanus.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Recent articles and communi-

cations in The Journal on the contagion or mi-
crobe of tetanus, and its relation to the offal of
animals, have added interest, in view of the oc-
currence of a case of tetanus which, during the
week past, has in this city reached a fatal termi-
nation. The victim was a woman of advanced
age, but of notably vigorous health. About two
weeks previous to her death she had occasion to
step into a poultry coop or enclosure, when a

nail, concealed by dirt and offal of the poultry,
penetrated the plantar surface of the instep. In
a few days stiffness of the cervical tissues ap-
peared, with the result stated. As many medical
men in a lifetime of active practice fail to meet a
case of this kind, so rare is the disease outside of
hospitals, albeit rusty nail wounds of the feet are
sufficiently frequent, the special circumstances of
the etiology of this case are significant, as veri¬
fying the recent view of a microbe origin. The
writer was not medically in the case, but is accu¬
rately informed of the above facts, and would re¬

gard their burial with the victim with disfavor.
Yours respectfully,

H. C. Markham, M.D.
Independence, la., October II, 1889.
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